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Have Won Success De-
spite Infirmity.
Talents Find Employ-
ment in Many Varied
and Useful Fields.

HEN the ordinary man or

wom feels a mood par-

ticularly melting, it is to
the blind that most of the sympathy
goes out And yet it is a fact, for
what it is worth, that the faces of the
biind, of those of all persons, wear the
serenest axpression of content. In
Washington one finds constant occa-
slon to marvel at this phenomenon;
here live some of the most gifted and
intelligent of the bliad in this country.

Their club and constant meeting
place is the pavilion and reading room
for the blind at the Congressional Li-
brary, where each day the larger por-
tion of them are gathered and where
the common interests that bind them
together are discussed. It !s a place
beautiful, made not less so by the
sweet spirit of its presiding genius, and
though the blind ares not permitted to
gee all the beauties that surround them
they - cannot remain unconscious of
their influence. Indeed, theéy are not;
one has only to look upon their faces,
smiling and happy, suffused with
gentle rapture, to understand that they
appreciate to the full the value of the
esthetio influences that surround them
at the pavilion.

When the dafly reading or musical
is given at the pavilion most of them
are present. To some It comes only as
the enjoyment of a long-continued
privilege, but to some of the nthers.l
whose mental vision has been more re-|
cently clarified, it is the very outpour-
ing of heavenly light. To all of them
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by Touch Means to
These People.

What They Can Learn to
Do Shown by Poly-
technic Institute.

diversified accomplishments. She playa
the piano with a broad insight into
technique and with rare distinction;
she has learned to use the typewriter
without reference to the raised figures
on the keys, the wonderful power of
memory possessed by some of the
sightless enabling her to dispense with
this aid to accurate work; she uses a
typesetting Jmachine -with equal skill;
she is a broad-minded and progressive
young woman, to whom her misfor-
tune seeme fo lend only an additional
distinction.

There are no mysteries for her in the
several compiicatec systems of point
alphabets which have been originated
and changed to suit the varied needs of
the blind. She reads practically all of
them with equal ease,

A composer of promise is Miss Susie
Dufty. She lacks, perhaps, something
of the technical skiil that marks Miss
Grady, but possesses a broader insight
in the beauties of music and art. The
piano and the violin are her favorite in-
struments, her skill with the latter be-
ing only recently acquired. I{er works
have met with a very favorable recen-
tion and her future efforts give every
indication that they will win for her a
wider reputation.

Something of pathos there is in her
story. So excellent [s her talent, se
sweeping the promise it seems to hold,
it is a loss to art that it shoul!d not re-
ceive the most generous cultivation. The
art soul of her needs to be delicately
nurtured and expanded, her knowledy:
of the technique of her profession broay-
ened, her vision of life spanned over a
wider horizon. There are sordid reasons

comes Miss Etta Jossellyn Giffin, su-

perintendent of the pavilion, sympa-

thetie, understanding, helpful, bright

and cheery as an April morn, so that

to her the affections of her charges go
i out in generous response.

A Center of, Comfort.

The pavilion, familiar to many Wash-
ingtonians, is furnished with desks and
chairs of old@ mahogany, one of the for-
mer being that at which books were
charged, since the time of Lincoln, in
tlie old library at thé Capitol. The
walle are softly tinted, the windows
e a glimpse of green and shady trees,
1 the vista of Washington streets
1 the constant inspiration of the

nai’s Capital. All ind are the |
books, printed in raised characters, th;xl!
blind read. A piano, cards, and |

why, perhaps, this may not be,
Many Achieve Note.

In the coleny of the blind at Washing-
ton there e many others who have
achieved similar distinction or whose
talents offer like promise. A charming
and culiured gentleman and scholar &
Prof. J. Francis Germuiller; a pianist of
national standing Mr. Bischoff. Every-
one knows the latter as the “biind
planiet,” and he has delighted multi-
tudes in every section of the country.
The few whosa names are given serve
merely as examples—as types—of the
little colony that gathers in the pavilion
at the Library almost every day.

The gatherings have been addressed
by many of the most prominent men
and women of the country, whe have
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§ nze. and un-| given their services generously and witl
games, typewriters of % :icc Tlnl n ln\ a willing heart. They include authors
' e T wrr i(‘ s | and actors and painters, newspaper
; v Mpagursoeedid ‘"',r,., n-‘ men, sclentists, and scholars. The lec-
PN, complete, the “‘m-i tures and readings they give are not
: 4 ~!! soft mental pabulum, but food, rather,
'“ ,X '\r '11 - for robust minds. These men and
““who pai( _— .
| —— 3 DT : r i sightless eves, come eager-
also, Heu- | = WEHERE REST AND QUIET REIGN. | Fomen, m e o - ther Naten
e s st | = The pivilion for the blind at the Con-| ang ungerstand and enjoy. :
SEE, - M LSRN PRIy @ SO | : : A story that aptly illustrates their
sitors ] ‘ ressional Libra with some of its| - 8tory IHSL KPS P :
visitors. Colonel Jones lost his sight £ - 1Y outlook upon life relates to Mrs. Minnie
a number of years ago and since that constant visitors. Maddern Fiske and her recent produc-
.4 JJ1 of hils blithe A o
“m‘l y-Tic i ¥ ““‘ » out ""”"}‘;‘ ‘ — tions of “Mary of Magdala" and “Hedda
. KOOSR e, o = Gabler.”” Mrs. Fiske was a visitor at
ugh of despond. He has laughed and finen 4 |”; :‘h..: :.}::_’]t;_p;r::i;.mrlelrm:;(t' the pavilion for the bling at the Library
joked through itjall, but it was not| uncis ed, i a snarlin, g S . Miss Giffin. .Some broad. catl
¥ — hat under reil | = a B You may imagine he | 24 mei Miss G . Some
hard to understand that under the veil| . gl dernd e olicity of spirit, which both possess.
of jollity he assumed was concealed a | Gid not get Wany ‘piAneS S6 tai, S brought them together, and they talked
J v 2 alan a o | & - DR engagements we t 134 1 ¢ . 2) S
tragic mask, ]rl could not have been | that ?11 business engagements were no confidentially, Mrs. Fiske manifesting a
4 otherwise to.a 85 of Ma wids n{:““_i prvTun:. 3 to th deep interest In the blind and thelr
1 nd travel. “He was accustomed tq come to the = - 2
ties, training, and trave ‘ | U A s o e Sy pursuits. bhf' was ("urious to kn(r)whit
An Elderly Enthusiast. I D mcinally. 1 am inclined to| they. would like to attend one of her
vow he ; ew interest, which he| R E ] performances -
Now he hl-{.& a n¢ \\" )lﬂrust, -\” A | w heat and & “They would be immensely pleased. 7
pursues day by day with unflagging, — 4 place to sleep. | o iics Gifin’s hearty response, “The F=
zeal. It is the study of “point,” the| not exactly aUTACUVE | . "yt they camnnot see makes their
eystem of characters in which books| ELOQUENT BLIND CHAPLAIN. |and his usual response to a question n:}‘e!‘ -anqeLs much more a~ute, and they
o 2 ed, ¥ ursues | = | PO L ieT Sense . ’
For. S b“,nd o g s = i “4'< { Rev. H. N, Couden, D.D,, who prays § Wy would enjoy the performance to the
it constantly under the direction of Miss | i The Dawn of New Life ot iy
Giffen, with all the enthusiasm that be- | for House f Representatives. : ek T i ¥ 3 izl T will send the- tickets;” saMd Mem.
sets the boy who has been given L r— - “I worked with h . insisted he shoulc -4 . .2 gl
first box of brushes and paint . 3 read and each d hat he came put a| Fiske, »and she "Ht r.{g‘)n;;n‘xduscct(:é -
colonel i more than seventy Yyears 4 ; book i ) If by some chance | the bllqd. attended an by
‘oung. and th d s of this new art| gt < it I him be would, if by the|Miss Giffin, witnessed the perform-
. young. snd the study of Gus De : ghastly the Nl gl i AR mek wanid | ances of both pluys. The words eof
is sometimes a bit difficuit. It means, | ? d more likely chance it did not, he wouid
imes a b C conld find a ray of ev g Pogipe e with’ the book 1 -bie 15 Hedda Gabler horrified them.
practically the cultivation of touch o | clouds of smoke shining | sit for hours with l“‘, »({4i in his iap
¢ an extent so unusual with the sightea| .o . . . ;ur:d his hands wandering idly across its The Real Mrs. Fiske.
&% to amo alry to the gain of a [ e !;-;a:- s. I roduced !:1an to all v\lhu “] don't see why Miss Gifin should
new sense Miss Campbell’'s Rzre Gifts | came and endeavored to breed in him |, o o 103 us to come and hear this
The col 1 at it with dogged | Fels 'u spirit of gentleness and candor. He woman,” whispered one of the party to
and persistence Miss | li“”"“"“' I noticed, but mot{, .  ompanions. ‘“‘She is dreadful; I
Giffen ade for him a number of ‘ ght t | much is my custom I introduced hate her.”
| ) s -] -
metal p h were the raised || b | him, wit ! the others, to the men and “Ah, but she is not the real Mrs.
character abet. After a day iw«»m.on who favor us with lectures and Fiske, the -other responded, breath-
or two he 'k, proffering the | readings. On one of these occasions he lessly. “You should hear her as Mary.
gy nother. BLIND LEADER OF BLIND was presented to F. Hopkinson Smith. |y o) sne jg very different. I am sure
The c . were tLoo : ) : . ; | “To my inextinguishable surprise, he it must be very difficult for her ta play
thin and r clumsy | F. E. Cieaveland, LL. B., who teaches the sightless to lead useful lives. thanked Mr. Smith, in terms courteous| part like this.”
fingers, s "8 a| s - - e e e & —— | and polite, for the pleasure the reading O. X : ot who
’ ———— - — = e e = — A . 4 ther. of the prominent actors
the colon¢ of it ] g . Mg A had given s fellows and himself. From have Visited Washington have been
With chuck R glee he exhibited his riable i 8 ! .I- T - ey o =L e ¢ ! that hour his regeneration br_‘.(unj.' fo;xnr similarly kind in the matter of tickets.
substitute, some feet across in extent st A 14 onduct r | o /4 RS r r word the speaker had let fall had light-| = : th m-
. = ' ! & Ellen Terry has been among e ru
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carpet tacks. Colonel Jenes s not | g ted if si tiled 1 ’ z v VY % Je JEVIN >5d X ~ 8. 8 and borne fruit. He was al,. "y1,ing friends to enjoy a frequent
bank very heavily upon the esthet an disappointed If 1 Some ladies pf the neigh- h«;;'u' of unzmixﬂl fun and joy. Sir Henry
value of his 41 u t he | . o N ( 1 3. puc borhood, whom I managed to interest in i :
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